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Temple  

Temples  bu i l t  i n  Madhya  Pradesh remain  famous  due  to  s tructural  

beauty  and  l egends .   Chamunda  Dev i ’ s  temp le  bu i l t  on  a  ta l l  h i l l  i n  

the  d i str ict  of  Dewas  which  l i es  i n  between  Indore ,  Bhopa l  and  

       Way to the temple  
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Ujja in  i s  one  such  beaut i fu l  temp le  one  shou ld  see .   Angered with  

the  i nsu lt  meted out  by  h i s  f ather - in - law  Dakshyan  and  the  

subsequent  death  of  h i s  w ife  Par vath i  who  jumped into  the  sacred 

f ir e ,  Lord  Sh iva  carr ied  Par vath i ’ s  corpse  on  h i s  shou lders  and  r an   

around  the  wor ld  for  days .  In  order  to   coo l  down the  temper  of  

Lord  Sh i va  ,  Lord  Vishnu  threw h i s   Chakrayuda  to  cut  Par vath i ’ s  

body  into  p ieces ,  which  fe l l  at  severa l  p laces  subsequent ly  

becoming  the  Sakth i  Peedas .  One  of  the  f ifty  o ne  Sakth i  Peedas  

wh ich  came up  i s  be l ieved to  be  Chamunda  Matha  Templ e  in  Dewas .    

 

There  i s  a  l egend  on  the  temp le .   V ikramaditya   was  a  famous  K ing  

who  r u led  Ujjay i n i .  H i s  bro ther  Bhar tha  Har i ,   a  p ious  person  went  

to  Dewas  and  sat  i n  a  sec luded p lace  over  the  h i l l  and  medi tated .  

He  be longed  to  Nath  commun i ty .  S i nce  he  was  h igh ly  l earned 

person  every  one  affect ionate ly  ca l led  h im  Nathj i  (  J i  i s  normal ly  

aff ixed for  e lder ly  and  respected  per sons   )  and  v i s i ted  h im to  

pay  the ir  r espect  and  obe i sance .  An  Asura  named Natagasura  was  

a lso  stay i ng  i n  that  h i l l  and  out  of  jea lo usy  he  star ted  terror iz ing  

those  who  came  to  v i s i t  Nath j i .   Peop le  were  afra id  to  c l imb  the  

h i l l .   Bhar thahar i  knew that  the  h i l l  was  a  Sakth i  Peeda .  

Therefore  he  prayed to  Goddess  Par vath i  to  put  an  end  to  the 

atroc it ies  of  Natagasura  and  ensured that  h i s  devotees  v i s i ted  

h im  wi thout  fear .  When  Par vath i  was  p leased with  h i s  prayers  and  

appeared before  h im  ,  he  nar rated the  atroc it ies   of  the  asura  

and  requested her  to  k i l l  Natagasura .  Saddened to  hear  the  p l ight  

of  the   devotees   Par vath i  took  the  form of  Chamund i  Matha  and  

k i l l ed  Natagasura  .  Therefore  peop le  be l ieve  that  Chamunda  matha   

res ided in  that  h i l l .   



The h i l l  i s  over  350 feet  from the  sea  l eve l  and  houses  two  ma i n  

dev i  temp les ,  one  for  Thu l ja  Bhavan i  and  the  other  for  Chamunda  

Matha  who  were  s i s ter s .   No  h i stor ica l  or  archeo log i ca l  ev idence  

i s  a va i l ab le  to  e stab l i sh  the  or i g i n  of  the  temp les  bu i l t  there .  The  

image  of  Chamunda  Dev i ,  a lmost  e ight  feet  i n  he ight ,  ho ld ing   a  

b ig  sword  in  her  r ight  hand  has  been  carved  out  i n  a  very  b ig  r ock 

ins ide  a  cave .  The  rock  form par t  of  the cave  i n  the  h i l l .  Whi le  no  

one  i s  ab l e  to  te l l  wh ich  one  of  the  two  dev i s  man ifested f i r st ,  

there  i s  a  genera l  be l ief  that  the  templ e  might  have  been  bu i l t  by  

some Maratha  r u lers  who  were  decedents  of  Chatrapath i  S h iva j i  

s i nce  Sh i vaj i  Maharaj  has  estab l i shed a  temp le  for  Thuja  Bhavan i  

i n  the  state  of  Maharashtra  i n  Ind ia .  Chatrapath i  Sh i va j i  was  a  

Marath i ,  and  an  ardent  devotee  of  Thu l ja  Bhavan i ,  and  h i s  

decedent  Marathas  r u led  the  c i ty  of  Dewas  and  nearby  p laces .  

 

Bhavan i  means  the  one  who  g i ves  menta l  strength  and  k ind  hear ted  

(  In  Sanskr i t  i t  i s  Karuna  ) .   Therefore  i n  the  twe lfth  century  

she  was  adored  as  Karunaswaroop i  and  worsh ipped by  Chatrapath i  

Sh ivaj i .   In  the  year  1864 Narayana  Powar ,  one  of  the  decedents  

of  Chatrapath i  Sh i vaj i ,  r u led  Dhar ,  part  of  Ma lwa  reg ion  which  

i nc l uded  Dewas  in  the  then  Centra l  Ind ia .  He  repor ted ly  compi l ed  

a  ver se  i n  pra ise  o f  Thu l j a  Bhavan i  ca l l i ng  her  Maha  Ka l i ,  Maha  

Lakshmi ,  Maha  Saraswath i  and  Tr i l oka  Sundar i .  Therefore  i t  i s  

be l ieved that  the  Dhar  r u ler  might  have  constructed  the  temp l e  

for  Thu l ja  Bhavan i  i n  the  adjacent  d i s tr i ct  of  Dewas .   

 

However  an  i nterest ing  myth attr ibuted  to  the  two  dev is  i s  

popu lar l y  accepted .  Both  Thu l j a  Bhavan i  and  Chamunda  matha  were  

s ister s  and  in i t i a l l y  l i ved  together  in  the  southern  par t  of  the  h i l l  



i n  a  cave .  Over  the  years  on  account  of  a  tr i v ia l  i ssue ,  ‘Who out  of  

the  two  be  worsh ipped  f i r st  by  the  devotees ’ ,  separated the  

s i ster s  to  l i ve  i n  two  caves  away  from each  other .  When the  

younger  s i ster  Chamunda   began  wa lk i ng  out  from her  e lder  s i ster  

Thu l ja  Bhavan i ’ s  cave ,  Lord  Hanuman  prevented  her  from leav ing  

the  h i l l  w ith  the   p lea  that  she  shou ld  a lso  cont i nue  to  stay  there  

to  b less  her  devotees  who  c l imbed  the  h i l l  to  v i s i t  them.  

Therefore  she  made  a  tunne l  i n  the  hear t  of  the  mounta in ,  went  to  

the  Northern  s ide ,  and  sett led  in  a  cave .  The  e lder  s i ster  Thu l ja  

Bhavan i  however  cont i nued  to  rema in  i n  the  cave  on  the  Southern 

s ide .  One  can  see  the  b ig  crack  beh i nd  the  cave  i n  which  Thu l ja  

Bhavan i  s tays .  

 

The  d i v i s i on  i n  the  s ister s  echoed in  the  fami ly  of  Dewas Ru ler s  

too .  The  e ldest  of  the  two  brothers,  Thukoj i  Powar  and  h i s  

subjects  star ted  worsh ipp ing  Chamunda  Matha  whi l e  the  Younger  

brother  Jevaj i  Rao  and  h i s  subjects  cont inued to  worsh ip  Thu l ja  

Bhavan i .  Though  both  the  ru ler s  estab l i shed two separate  paths  to  

go  to  the  h i l l  top  and  l a id  separate  r oads  and  dr ink ing  water  

fac i l i t ies  i ns ide  Dewas  town  which  was  of  course  not  demarcated 

w ith  separat ing  wa l l  to  show the  d i v i s i on  ,  peop le  who  went  to  the  

h i l l  top  worsh ipped  both  the  dev i s  and  jo i nt ly  chanted  ‘Ja i  Matha  

K i  Ja i ’   to  show the i r  so l idar i ty  to  her .   

 

P i ck ing  up  the  scat tered sma l l  stones  from the  h i l l  top ,  peop le  

make  a  sma l l  house  l i ke  th ing  i n  b l i nd  be l ief  that  they  wou ld  

sooner  or  l a ter  bu i ld  a  house  of  the ir  own .  Dur ing  n i ne  days  of  

Navarathr i  fest iva l  peop le  from far  away  p laces  throng  the  temple  

by  treck ing  barefooted t i l l  they  reach  the  temp l e .  Apart  from the  



two  dev i s ,  separate  sma l l  shr ines  are  a lso  found  for  Lord 

Hanuman ,  Lord  Bha ir ava ,  Annapoorn i ,  and  Ka l i  Dev i .  On  top  of  the  

h i l l  i s  a  Durgah  of  a  Mus l im Peer  which  i s  v i s i ted  by  the  Mus l im  

commun ity  regu lar l y .  The  Ja in  commun i ty  has  a lso  constructed  a  

beaut ifu l  monument  made of  marb le  i n  the  same h i l l .   

 

End note:  The  c ontents  of  th i s  a r t i c l e  i s  b as e d  on  the  
expressed  v i ew s  of  the  Pund i t s  (  P u j a r i es  )  and  other  
devotees  w hom I  met  i n  the  temp le  dur ing  my  v i s i t s .  
Photos  g a thered  f rom  d i f ferent  s ourc e s .  I n  c as e  s ome  
one  ge t  fu r ther  i n format i on  i n  the  temp les  they  v i s i t  I  
s h a l l  b e  g l ad  and  thankfu l  i f  they  ma i l  me  the  s t ory  i n  
n r j 1945@gma i l . c om    s o  that  updates  i n  the  a r t i c l e  c an  be  
done  i n  future .  
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