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How to reach the temp le : The temp le  i s  abou t  20 KM from 
Kumbakonam a  c i t y  i n  Tam i l nadu.  One can  reach the temp le  f rom 
Kumbakonam by buses and tax is  wh ich  a re frequent l y a va i l ab l e.  
   

 

Temple  

Ammankud i  temp l e  l ay  i n  between  the  c i t i es  of  

Th i ruv ida imarudoor ,  Tanjore  and  Kumbakonam in  Tami lnadu ,  Ind i a .  

Ammankud i ,  sma l l  v i l l age  where  the  temp le  has  come  up  i s  twenty  

KM from Kumbakonam and one  KM from Thir uv ida imarudoor .  From 

the  inscr ipt ions  ava i l ab l e  i t  i s  certa in  that  the  templ e  
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constructed  by  Kr ishnadevarayan  the  ch iefta in  of  Rajaraja  Cho la ,  

a  great  Tami l  K ing ,  must  have  come up  thousand  years  back .   

 

Story of the temple  

Once  upon  a  t ime  there  l i ved  a  demon named Mahi shasura  who 

went  to  Ind ir a  l oka ,  defeated  h im  and  conquered  Ind ir a  Lok .  He  

became  so  ar rogant  to  pronounce  that  except  h im  none  be   

worsh ipped .  Fur ther  he  had un leashed  a  re ign  of  ter ror  on  ear th ,  

heaven  and  the  nether  wor lds ,  tor tured and  k i l l ed  many  devas  and  

peop le .  Afra id  of  the  demon  everyone  r an  for  safety  and  h id  i n  

the  mounta i ns  and  caves .   No  God cou ld  subdue  h im .  Peop le  

stopped  performing  the  yagya  and  pu jas .   

 

Once  when  Lord  Sh i va  and  Lord Vishnu  were  in  a  ser ious  

d iscuss ion ,  the  re ign  of  ter ror  Mah ishasur  had  un leashed  on  the  

three  wor lds  reached them.   The ir  eyes  turned red  and  beams of  

f ierce  l i ght  emerged  from each  of  them.  The energ ies ,  which  

emerged  formed into  a  beaut ifu l  g i r l .  Her  face  ref lected the  fury 

of  Lord Sh i va .  hands  the  strength  of  Lord  V ishnu ,  head  that  of  

Lord  Yama and  h ip  that  of  mother  ear th .  Every  one  rea l ized  that  

the  Goddess  has  man ifested to  vanqu i sh  the  demon  Mahi shasura .  

Wh i le  the  Gods  and  other  devas  immediate ly  empowered her  with  

severa l  of  the ir  weapons ,  K i ng  of  H ima laya  mounta i n  gave  her  a  

powerfu l  l i on  to  f ight  the  demon .  She sat  on  the  L ion ,  marched  to  

h i s  p l ace  and  fought  wi th  the  demon .  The f i erce  batt le  cont i nued .   

As  the  ent i re  army of  Mah i shasura  got  destroyed ,  to  dece i ve  and  

d istract  the  attent i on  of  the  Dev i  Mah i shasura  changed h i s  forms 

many  t imes  s tar t ing  from that  of  a  buffa lo  to  other  an ima l s .  But  

at  the  end  when  he  retook  the  form of  a  buffa lo ,  Dev i  pushed and  

pressed h im  over  the  ground  with  her  l eft  l eg ,  and  k i l l ed  h im  with  



a  tr i shu l .  Therefore her  name became Mahishasuramard in i ,  fema le  

goddess  who  vanqu i shed Mahishasura ,  the  demon .  

Mahishasuramard in i  was  an  i ndeed incarnat ion  of  Goddess  Par vath i  

i n  the  form of  Durga .  Though Mahishasura  was  a  demon ,  he  was  an  

ardent  devotee  of  Lord  Sh i va  and  a lways  wore  a  Sh i va  L i nga  

around  h is  neck  after  obta in i ng  severa l  boons  from h im .  Therefore 

the  Goddess  Mah i shasuramard in i  atta ined  Sh i va  dosha  for  

i nsu l t i ng  the  Sh i va  l i nga  w i th  her  l eg  and  for  k i l l i ng  the  devotee  

of  Sh i va .  She approached  Lord  Sh i va  to  pur ify  her  from the  ev i l  

effect .  He  adv i sed  her  that  she  shou ld  go  on  penance  in  the  bank  

of  R iver  Kaver i  for  twe lve  years  after  tak ing  bathe  i n  the  same  

r i ver .  

 

She  took  the  adv ice  ser ious ly  and  went  to  Ammankud i  where  r i ver  

Kaver i  f lew ,  took  bath ,  and  sat  i n  Taps  for  twe lve  years .  She a l so  

kept  on  guard ,  her  son  Lord  V inayaga  to  ensure  that  she  remained 

free  from any  d i sturbances  dur ing  the  t apas .  P leased  wi th  her  

tapas  Lord  Sh i va  appeared before  her  after  twe lve  years  and  

pur if ied  her  from the  dosha .  Thereafter  she  appeared in  the  

dream of  the  ch iefta in  of  K ing  Rajaraja  Cho la  and  ordered h im  to  

construct  a  temp le  for  her  i n  that  p l ace  which  he  car r ied  out .  

Thus  the  temp l e  there  was  a lso  referred  as  Dev i  Tapovana  (P lace  

where  Dev i  r emained  on  tapas )  and  Raja  Rajeswarapuram to  g i ve  

cred it  to  Rajaraja  Cho la ’ s  ch iefta in .    

 

Glory of the temple 

Because  Dev i  chose  the  r i ver  to  wash  the  sword  with  whi ch  she  

s lew Mahi shasura ,  one  be l ieves  that  t ak ing  bath  in  the  r i ver  w i l l  

r emove  the  ev i l s  of  a l l  the  s ins  (Dosha ) .  S i nce  she  kept  on  guard 

Lord  Sh iva ’ s  son  V inayaga  who  was  her  son  i n  her  form as  Par vath i ,  

but  not  to  Mah ishasuramard in i  who  was  a  v i r g in  goddess  i n  that  

form,  the  be l i ef  that  ch i ld less  coup l e  w i l l  beget  ch i ld  i f  they  



worsh ipped  her  i n  Ammankud i  came to  be  estab l i shed .   A l so  as  she  

remained in  tapas  contro l l i ng  her  breath ,  the  be l ief  that  anyone  

suffer ing  from Asthma d i sease  wi l l  get  r id  of  the  sever i ty  i f  they  

came and  worsh ipped her  too  came to  be  estab l i shed .  

 

 
E n d  note :  The  c ontents  of  th i s  a r t i c l e  a re  the  expres s e d  v i ew s  of  the  
Pund i t s  ( Pu jar i es )  and  other  devotees .  Photos  a re  not  t hat  of  th e  Dev i  
i n  the  Ammankud i  temp le  and  form  of  Mah i shasuramard i n i  a s  ob ta i ned  
f rom  d i f ferent  s ources .  I n  c as e  s ome  one  ge t s  fu r ther  i n format i on  i n  
th i s  temp le  I  s h a l l  be  g l ad  and  than kfu l  i f  they  ma i l  me  the  s tory  i n  
n r j 1945@gma i l . c om   t o  enab l e  me  update  the  a r t i c l e  i n  f u tu re .  
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